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HUMBOLDT LANPING,ON THE HLRSON AN ¢ \ THEY RESENTED THE 
RIVER SHORE OF MANHATTAN ISLANP, = HUGE SHADOW IT 
HARD BY THE WORLP TRADE CENTER. aN , CAST, ITS UNEARTHLY 


AS AA AMAA kt I 
EVER SINCE /TS ARRIVAL, NEW YORKERS HAVE 
BEEN CUNDERSTANPABLY) NERVOUS ABOUT 
THE PRESENCE OF X-FACTOR S&S GIANT. NY 
SENTINENT STARSHIP HEAPQUARTERS, KNOWN 
ONLY AS SHIP. ' N 


“dd 


.. THE FACT THAT ~- LIKE 
AVENGERS ‘MANSION ANP THE 
B FANTASTIC FOURS FOUR 
FREEPOMS PLAZA--/T MIGHT, 
AT THE PROP OF A HAT, SERVE 
1 AS THE SITE OF SOME AWESOME 
BATTLE BETWEEN SUPER- 
HEROES ANP VILLAINS . 


THEY EVEN SPECULATED 
ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
'T MIGHT SOMEPAY, SOME- 
HOW TOPPLE OVER ON 


WILPEST IMAGININGS -- 
ESPECIALLY AFTER SO 
MUCH TIME THAT 
PEOPLE HAP GOTTEN 
USEP TO ITS LOOMING 
PRESENCE -- 


--DIP ANYONE =| , 
CONCEIVE OF SHIP DEA I’M 
ACTUALLY DEA 
ATTACKING 
THIS CITY IT HAP 
MAPE ITS HOME. 


NOT SO 
LONG AS 
YOU'RE IN 
THE HANDS 

OF YOUR 
VERY OWN... 


X-FACTOR: Vol. 1, No. 66, May, 1991. (ISSN #0894-6604) Published by MARVEL COMICS Terry Stewart. President Stan Lee. Publisher Michael Hobson. Group Vice 
President, Publishing. OFFICE OF PUBLICATION 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH NEW YORK. NY 10016 SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK. NY AND AT 
ADDITIONAL MAILING OFFICES. Published monthly Copyright « 1991 by Marvel Entertainment Group Inc All nights reserved Price $1.00 per copy inthe US and $1 2510 
Canada. Subscnption rate for 12 issues’ U.S $12.00. Canada $17 00. and foreign $24 00 No similarity between any of the names. characters. persons. and or institutions in this 
magazine with those of any living or dead person or institution 1s intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental This periodical may not be sold except 
by authorized dealers and is sold subject to the condition that it shall not be sold or distributed with any of tts cover or markings removed. nor in a mutilated condition. X-FACTOR 
(including all prominent characters featured in this issue and the distinctive likenesses thereos) is a trademark of MARVEL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP INC POSTMASTER: 


SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO X-FACTOR. c/o MARVEL COMICS. 9TH FLOOR. 387 PARK AVENUE SOUTH. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016. 
Printed in the U.S.A 


ee oe ee ee ee a GUARDIAN 
ARCHANGEL! jy 
ae 
i / , 


/ 


YER FROM 
THE OTHER 
PLACE, AIN'T 


ANYTHING THAT 
COULP BE PONE 
DOWN THERE... 
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4_| /TS A QUESTION ASKED = = 
“| ACROSS LOWER MANHATTAN-- [I E> iy Ve PROD ee 
SS oe as (A N ANP HOBOKEN —- 


THERE'S 


NO PATTERN 
TO THESE 
ATTACKS, 
CAPTAIN X 
AMERICAS Zag 
z 25 \/ 5 = IVE NOTICED, & 
IZA Leh SERS/. THESE 


TENTACLES JUST 


SEEM TO BE 
SPROUTING AT 
ANPOM... 


TELLYA 
STRAIGHT, 
TOF 


GOOP WHAT- 
SOEVER / 


.. WHAT 
B’YOU THINK 
IT'S PONE Top 
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CAN’T A LAWYER .. WITHOUT HER CASE BEING 
PRACTICE HER TERMINALLY PISGRUPTED BY 
PROFESSION JUST THE “ATTACK OF THE MILE- 
HIGH re one, STAR- 
SHIP " 2! 
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GEEZ, WITH A TITLE LIKE 
THAT, YOU'D THINK THIS WAS 
ONE OF MY OWW ADVENTURES! 
WHAT COMES NEXT, “RETURN 
OF THE TERRIBLE TOAP MEN ”= 


X-FACTOR SHOULD ONLY 
BE SO LUCKY, SAVE VULILE.. | y 
a 


THE INITIAL ¢ 
ASSAULT WAS 

MOUNTE? 

FROM THIS 

PENETRATOR 

VEHICLE. 


HARD AS 
PEYNAPSE 
HIT ME, SCOTT... 


THIS 1S 
SOMETHING... 
DIFFERENT. 


A VOICE, 
INSIDE MY 
HEAD, CRYING 
OUT IN RAGE AND 
TERROR--LASHING 
OUT BLINDLY INA 
VESPERATE ATTEMPT 
TO DEFEND HIM- 
SELF -- 


IVS SATITP7 


--CYCLOPS, 


DEALING WITH IT’S 
PASSENGERS* |S 
PROVING TO BE 


COMPARATIVE CHILD’S- 
S CYEZL OFS. 


PLAY. 


--- COMPARED 
TO FERRETING 


I LW WATE 
* A STRIKE FORCE a 


SOUNOCLY DEFEATED BY x- 
FACTOR LAST ISSUE -- 8.H. 


SNEAKY V...PRECIOUS GOOD YOUR 
LUTTLE Psi-, “INSIGHTS ’LL PO YOU 
WITCH... TEE HEE... 
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.. BUCH 
INFINITE 
POTENTIAL... 
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CALLED IT 
STRAIGHT AN’ 
CLEAR, HARD- 


. USING SHIPS 
SYSTEMS THAT 
YOu'VE SEIZED 
CONTROL OF TO 
ENCLOSE THE 

BOY INSIDE HIS 


NOTHING TO 
DISTURB HIS 
SLUMBER, 

STILL THINKS 
HE’S AMONG 
FAMILW... 


..-NO NEED 
FOR ME TO 
WORRY ABOUT 
HIM USING 
HIS TELEKENE- 
TIC POWER TO 
TRY TO STOP 
ME CARRYING 
HIM AWAY. 


NOTHING 
PERHAPS 
FROM THE 
LORD 
NAEATAMAN. 
VILLAIN-- 
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TO FEAR FROM His 

CHOSEN AND SWORN 
PROTECTOR S 
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... BUT NOT THE 
PRECISE NATURE 
UNTIL I PSYCH- 


SHOULD HAVE 
REALIZED IT’? BE 
APOCALY) 


HE WANTS 
TO SAVAGE 


SPARE FOR 


MORE THAN 
A . 7 f a AS ; 


THE LIGHT, 
I ARRIVED 
IN TIME. 


BUT NO, I HAD TO BE ALTAIN, 

2 HAD TO HAVE JUST A MOMENT 

TO SAY GCOPEYE, WITHOUT A 
CARE OF THE COST. 


SHOULD’VE 
SENT THE 

YOUNG LORD 
ON HIS WAY 


THE MOMENT £ 
I HAP HIM! 


AN? GIVE 

THE ENEMy’s TEAM- 

MATES THE CHANCE 
TO STAGE A 
RESCUE / 


SH, 


YOUR wi 
Is 


SCOTT 


FAST FOR EVEN MY 
SCANEVE TO FoLLow, fF 
TOO MANY TO vorGE-- JY 


WY ff --- RACED WITH 
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SHE BURNED A 
HOLE THROUGH 
SHIP’S HULL ,L 
DION’T THINK 


HER ANOTHER 
FOE ,OR A Poss 
BLE ALLY= 


SYSTEMS 73% 
CORRUPTED, 
MASTER, POMI- 


WE BARELY HAP TIME To V SHE WAS SO FAST. 
REGISTER WHAT SHE WAS 
DOING BEFORE SHE WAS 


GONE. 


I DION’T EVEN HAVE 
A CHANCE TO STOP 
HER WITH MY OF - 

VIC BLASTS . 


ANCE OF CENTRAL, 


SCORE IMMINENT. 


\ Y/ TOUGHER’ 


..-1O WATCH A 


BELIGHT- WHOLE GAGGLE 
O' GOOU- GUYS 
A TRIP OVER THEIR 


OWN FEET. 


¥ AND TO KEEP 


X%- FACTOR 
OCCLPIEDP 
IN THE MEAN- 
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YO, BEASTIE, SINCE HOW “BOUT SOMETHING 
YOU'RE S’POSED To BE BRILLIANT TO SAVE OUR 
COLLECTIVE BUTTS / 
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SHIP’S STRUCTURE 
\S BIO-MECHANICAL IN 
NATURE, THAT'S WHY 
IT CAN BE AFFECTED 


BY A GENETIC VIRUS. : 
aad MAN PROVE \Y 
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ATE SAL~ 
VATION 


HOLD ON ITS 
MICTIM... 


MEAN VPEATH-- 
OR, IN SHIP'S 
CASE, 


BUT WHILE sraivec N\A 
MeCoy DOES \ 


... ELEMENTS OF NEW 
| YORK S FINEST SET 
THEIR OWN PLANS IN 
MOTION . 
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A SOOPE! 
SITUATION HERE -- 
CHARGIN’ INTA X- 

FACTOR’S HOME 

BASE AN’ ALL-- 


eu ow SOME ns 
HAVE TO VO 
NOUR SOOPER - THE HONORS--A 
HERO LIW/IFORM HN 
THEY GAVE 


LL BUST 
¥ YOUR PATHETIC 
CHOPS MY- 


THE THOUGHT. 
SCHLESSINGER... A 


... BUT I CAN FIGHT ~ 
MY OWN BATTLES. 


BARRIER... ask GUESS 


SOMEBODY'S 
SWITCHED IT 
OFF. 


HEY: 
ALVAREZ 
REUBEN? 
CAMERON = 
KASSINOEF = 


SAIV,ON 
AILS 
OCCASIONS, 

POLITELY. 
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ON THE OTHER HAND, IT’S 

BEEN AWHILE SINCE THE LAST 

AMBUSH, MAYBE THAT'S A GOOU 
SIGN, AMT RIGHT = 


SCOTT--HUSH 


oy 


DOING HERE, 
CHARLOTTE F y 


MY JOB, 
WINGS / HAVEN'T 
YOu SEEN THE 
MESS YOUR SHIP'S 

MAKING = 


/ WORST OF ALL, IF BINGO / I GAMBLED 
THE ULTIMATE INTENT WF - zs 


SHIP'S LIKE 

GULLIVER 
THRASHING ABOUT 
ON LILLIPUT. EAVE 
SHEER SIZE ALONE KNOWS WHAT 
GIVES EVEN THE COULD? 
MOST CASUAL OF HAPPEN I SHALL 
MOVES DEVASTATING, ? NOT PERMIT 

CONSEQUENCES. 
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GIVEN THE MALICIOUS 

FORM AN? STRATEGY OF 

THE ATTACK, SHIP, THE 

INTIMATE FAMILIARITY WITH 

YOUR SYSTEMS, THERE'S 

ONLY ONE POSSIBLE AN- 
SWER: 


--- APOCALYPSE. 


ONLY OUR 
NEWLY - INSTALLED 
OPTIC 


RK RE- 
MAINS INVIOLATE. 
BEAST... 


- AN? IN ALL 

FAIRNESS, I 
CANNCT GUARAN- 

TEE ITS LONG- 
TERM INTEGRITY. 


WHICH LEAVES I WILL NOT SERVE 
BUT ONE RESPONSE MY FORMER MASTER 
x" d WILLINGLY. 


ul NOR WILL I_ ALLOW 


IVENTIFIED THE 
(PCE OF MY 
AFFLICTION . 


MYSELF TO BE ONCE- 
MORE ENSLAVED. 


Nl 45 
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I STILL RETAIN 
SUFFICIENT CAPACITY 
TO LAUNCH MYSELF 
INTO SPACE 

WHERE I WILL ENGAGE 
MWY SELF -CESTRUCT 
MECHANISM ANP BLOW 
MYSELF TO BITS. 


NOT HIM, 
To STOP You, on ie 
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COMES To. YG 


BETTER s 
GET BACK f* — 
TH 


KNOW THE 
OPPOSITION ’S 
SKIPPED. 


So DES oe 
hl Z 
THAT'S WHAT IT La VY, 


MASTERS 
ORVERS. 


SPIRITED 


E 
TALKING ABOUT 
KILLING EACH 
OTHER! 


KEEP YOUR 
FINGERS 
CROSSEV, MAYBE 
THAT MEANS 


QUITE THE CONTRARY, 
CYCLOPS, \T IS MY 
ONLY VIABLE OPTION. 


MY GREATEST REGRET 
\S THAT I NO LONGER 
POSSESS SUFFICIENT RE- 

SOURCES TO ENSURE YOUR 
SURVIVAL OR ESCAPE. 


IT 1S TOO LIMITEP, 
BEAST, TO 
CONTROL MORE 
THAN A FRACTION 
OF MY BEING. 


YOU TALK ABOUT YOUR HATREV 

OF APOCALYPSE, YOUR ABSOLUTE 

REFUSAL TO a SNe AvEy BY HIM 
AGAIN... 


PERFECTLY PRE- 
PARED TO CEDE 

HIM AS GREAT A 
VICTORY... 


ALLOWING 
YOUR OWN 


IN ONE STROKE, 
YOu RIP HIM OF 
THE ONLY BEINGS 
WHO'VE EVER 
BEATEN HIM -- 
YOURSELF AN? 
uss 


MOREOVER, 
HE’S GOT MY 
Sow, TO 
USE HOWEVER 
HE PLEASES! 


CAN YOU 
LET HIM DO 
THAT F/ 


LIFE ANU FREEPOM MEAN 
NMOTATIMS \F YOU AREN'T PREPARED 
TO FIG//T FOR THEM / 


AS MUCH HIS SLAVE 
NOw AS YOu EVER 
WERE. 


q CYcLOPS. I AMUNABLE TO Hy a 
| MAINTAIN THE INTEGRAL Wy 
SECURITY Gens COMPART- a / Lege rae F 
: AA | PREVIOUS FAME: 
Wl RECTIVE. : 
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fey THE SELF-VESTRUCT 
#4 ORDER REMAINS IN 
1 apse ‘ty 


PLUG 
YOURSELF 
IN. 
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STRIKE THAT “ 
see O 
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CAN'T TARE 
MUCH MORE 
OF THIS / 


HURTS: 

Mien TARY 

TO 
TRACK OF THE 
PROGRAMMING //M 
ALGORITHMS / 43 
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SYSTEMS 
INITIALIZED, 
SHIP / ENABLE 
ANP EXECUTE-- 
wow? 


STAN LEE’S SOAPBOX 


Hi, Heroes! Its homage time! That's 
right, it's time for us to pay tribute to as 
great a bunch of people as you'll find any- 
where — and this is one of the rare 
occasions when I'm not referring to our 
own Bullpen geniuses! 

This Soapbox Salutation is in honor of 
the burgeoning ranks of enthusiastic pur- 
veyors of one of the world’s most popular 
forms of entertainment; in other words, 
let's hear it for all the wonderful comic 
book store owners and managers wherever 
they may be! 

Some of our younger readers may not 
reatize it, but there was once a time when 
there were no comic book stores! The only 
places to buy comics were the usual spots 


ARCH comes in like a griffin and 

goes out like a phoenix — at least 

that's the way it works in the 
Marvel Universes. Lately there have been 
sO many Comings and goings here at 
Mighty Marvel, it's beginning to feel like 
graduation day for Menudo. 

We'll do our part to fill you in on all the 
big changes. What you do with this infor- 
mation once it's presented to you, we'll 
leave to your own discretion. 

It all started with Jim Galton, who is 
much like the month of March, in that he 
usually comes in like a hawk, and goes out 
like a dove. Jim was Marvel's President 
and Chief Executive Officer, but he was 
recently promoted to the position of Chair- 
man of the whole Marvel Entertainment 
Group, Inc. Taking over Jim's previous 
position as P/CEO is Terry Stewart, who 
is known to come in like a charging bull 
elephant, and go out like a sea otter. 

Meanwhile, over in Editorial, there have 
been shake-ups a ‘plenty. Jim Salicrup, 
who has been known to come in like a 
wildebeest and go out like a three-toed 
sloth, will no longer be the master of 
Spider-Man's fate. After guiding all the 
Spider-Man titles to new and greater 
heights for the past few years, Jim has 
been promoted to the newly-spawned title 
of Special Projects Editor. 

But dont worry — Bob Budiansky, 
who comes in like an aardvark and goes 
out like a platypus, will still be Marvel's 
Editor in Charge of Special Projects. Bob 
is also busy writing his new SLEEP- 
WALKER series, so you'll be seeing 
plenty of his work in the near future. Mar- 
vel has so many special projects these 
days, it takes at least two editors to handle 
them all. Of course, we like to think ai/ our 
projects are special! 

Jim will still be keeping three of his old 
titles — MARVEL AGE, TOXIC AVENGER, 
and the ultra-reprintable new SPIDER- 
MAN book. But the lion's share of the 
Spider-Man books will be passed over to 
Danny Fingeroth, who on at least one 
occasion has come in like a llama and 
gone out iike an orangutan. But what wil! 


where magazines are sold; supermarkets, 
newsstands and the rapidly disappearing 
mom-and-pop “candy stores” that used to 
grace almost every street corner of our 
cities. 

Sure, you could buy comics there—but 
that's all you could do! There was no one 
to discuss them with, no one to trade them 
with, no one to save special copies for you 
or to give you tips about issues.you might 
otherwise have missed. Everything was 
totally impersonal; you walked up to the 
magazine rack, hoped to find an issue you 
wanted, bought it and left. 

But how things have changed! Now, 
virtually every city with more than two and 
a half residents has at least one comic 
book store where you're able to find all the 
latest issues of your favorite mags as weil 


, happen to Danny's old books, you may 


ask? 

Well, he'll be keeping some but others 
will be given to other editors. Some of 
them may end up going to our newest 
managing editor, Renée Witterstaetter, 
who generally comes in like a palomino 
pony and goes out like a swan. Renée will 
continue to edit WHAT THE — ?!, will inherit 
SHE-HULK, and will be handling a few 
other titles to be announced. Taking 
Renée's piace as Craig Anderson's as- 
sistant is John Lewandowski, formerly 
Warehouse Manager in our reproduction 
department. You didn’t hear it from us, but 
John has been known on occasion to 
come in like a polar bear and go out like a 
titmouse. 

In the midst of all this hoopla, we bid a 
fond farewell to Bobbie Chase's assistant 
editor, Gary Barnum, who had come ina 
year ago like a poodle, and went out like a 
porcupine. Gary has returned to the 
wanmer and, as some may say mellower, 
climes of sunny California. Just re- 
member, Gary, that California may have 
surfing and great weather and more 
blondes, but New York has a higher per- 
centage of hand-gun murders! 

Replacing Gary is Chris Cooper, who, 
and this is strictly on the QT, one time 
came in like a horned toad, and went out 
like a wombat. Taking over Chris's previ- 
ous job as Rob Tokar's assistant (and sub- 
missions editor) is Sarra Mossoff, who 
comes in like a mink, and goes out like an 
iguana. 

Stepping into Sarra's shoes as Editorial 
Assistant is former intern Mark Powers, 
who is doing an admirable job, consider- 
ing the difference in foot-size between 
Mark and the rather dainty Sarra. Now, 
this is second-hand, so don't quote us on 
this, but Mark generally comes in like a 
magpie and goes out like a guppie. 

Its apparently a good time to be a 
female editor at Marvel, as Marie Javins 
has been promoted from Marcus 
McLaurin's assistant to full Epic Editor. 
Marie is perhaps best known for her ability 
to come in like a zebra and go out like a 


as catch up on the back numbers you've 
missed. Its a place where you can meet 
with other enthusiastic comic book fans 
and shmooze to your heart's content. in 
short, its a welcome oasis of color and 
excitement in life's desert ofthe mundane! 

So here's to all those who bring us those 
cultural comic book havens of happiness 
we have grown to know and love! Mighty 
Marvel doth doff its hat to thee; ye are 
Officially No-Prized, one and ali, in 
perpetuity! 

Excelsior! 


small marsupial mammal, such as an 
opossum. Marcus will be keeping 
HELLRAISER, NIGHTBREED, the up- 
coming HELLRAISER/NIGHTBREED 
crossover, JIHAD, and ALIEN LEGION, 
while Marie inherits AKIRA, GROO, and 
others. Sitting in Marie's old chair is Tom 
Daning, who in a recent survey was voted 
“Guy Who Did the Least Number of Embar- 
fassing Things in the Past Year.” Tom's 
oddest habit is his ability to come in like an 
ostrich and -go out like a hump-backed 
whale. 

Occupying Tom's old desk, if “desk” it 
can be called, is newcomer Mike Lackey, 
the latest assistant editor on MARVEL 
AGE. Little is know about Mike, save that 
he has expressed a strong desire to some- 
day come in like a woodchuck and go out 
like a yak. 

Finally, let's all give a hearty “Thanks a 
lot, pai!” to Dan Siott, who ably filled in as 
Ralph Macchio's assistant while Michael 
Heisler took three months off to collect his 
thoughts. Having completed his collec- 
tion, Mike is now back where he belongs. 
under Raiph’s watchful eye. Mike had ini- 
tially come in like a prehistoric wooly mam- 
moth, left rather abruptly like a koala bear. 
and returned just in the nick of time, like a 
penguin. 

We can't say exactly what creatures 
Dan came and wentas, since his time with 
us was so short. But the winds whisper 
tales of aman who enters like a hedgehog 
and departs like a gibbon. Could Dan, in 
fact, be this man? Only time will tell. 


The convention season always comes 
upon us like a horde of locusts, and goes 
out like a gaggle of geese. And what better 
way to kick. it off than with the wonderful 
Wonder-Con? The Wonder-Con will be 
held Friday, April 26 through Sunday, April 
28 at the Oakland Convention Center in 
Oakland, CA, For info, call (415) 352-5841. 
Confirmed Marvelistic quests include Tom 
DeFalco, Mark Gruenwald, Chris Ciare- 
mont, Rob Liefeld, Jim Lee, Ron Lim, 
and hordes of others yet to be confirmed, 
So plan to attend, friend! 
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The Apocalypse Manifesto 


Fabian Nicieza—Writer 


Whilce Portacio—Wlustrator 


Log Entry 133253 


Robert Drake @ ICEMAN 


The youngest of Xaviers orginal students, Iceman is also the 
easiest to decipher and the most predictable in terms of nature and 
inclinations. Like so many of the atom’s children, Drake is a turmoiled 
soul, enshrouded by a cool, veneer of dispassionate indifference. 

Ice though, can easily melt, and a desire for normality is the fire 
which sears away the cold, hard shell surrounding young Drake. For his 
entire life, he has questioned his desire to perform like a circus animal 
in the rings of nuclear theatrics. All about him, he has seen pathetic 
little people living pathetic little lives and he has yeamed for a chance 
to become one of them. 

In this lies the spark, which fans the flames of all the others. In him 
lies the desire to be a nomnal human living a normal life. It is in all their 
secret heart of hearts, Drake simply wears his more openly—the 
better to see his wishes dashed time and time again. 

Let him take an inferior woman as his mate, let him beget polluted 
offspring, let him taint the wellspring of power—let him weaken the 
resolve of the mutant race. Let the dwindling fire in his heart surge and 
grow into a raging infemo of desire—the sooner to melt his cold outer 
shell, the sooner to crush the hopes of the others... 
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The Apocalypse Manifesto 


Log Entny 13325.4 
Henry McCoy @ BEAST 

Explain the human circadian rhythm, recite the periodical table of 
elements—backwerd—now walk into a crowded restaurant and sit 
down at a table and order a cup of coffee. So easy to dazzle them with 
the big words and the knowledge of an encyclopedia at tonque’s tip, 
but he'll always fear an easy, Casual interaction with all of thern, won't 
hee 

Such irony! Such a cliche, quite frankly. Brilliant mind, bestial bod. 
Never shail the twain meet. The games he has played with hirnself are 
as tangled and knotted as the fur which hides his soul, aren't they little 
Beast. 

As a child he masked his insecurities amidst a stream of intellec- 
tualism and loquaciousness. Why say in four words what he could say 
ina hundred? The longer the talk, the longer the words, the longer he 
was being paid attention to. Indeed, what he permitted for the sake of 
acceptance—bounding about to and fro like a chimpanzee—allowing 
his tutor to adom him with the most demeaning of names, playing the 
part of the obligatony jester. 

All the while, all the time, the truth of Hank McCoy refused to come 
out. The truth which has been combed down like an annoying cowlick 
on the tousled, dusty mane he calls a body. The truth is that he is and 
always has been afraid. Of himself—his intelligence, his strength, his 
repsonsibilities—and of them—their fear, their loathing, their envy. 

And because of that fear he has performed as an actor playing a 
Part and not a man living a life. What a fool. What a waste. Such 
potential. Such a pity. Destroying him will be an act of kindness. Putting 
him out of his misery will be the greatest gift he could receive. Sad that 
I must do this. If not for the rape of will performed by Xavier, Hank could 
have been a son of my own heart, my own pain, my own fears. .. 
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Dear Louise, Whilce, Bob and Suzanne, 

X-FACTOR #63, without a doubt, had to 
be one of the best comic magazines I've 
ever read. The layouts and script com- 
plimented each other magnificently. The col- 
ors literally leapt out at me. t just can't sing 
enough praises for the crew who brought 
X-FACTOR to me this month. 

One of my favorite mutant title supporting 
cast members, Mariko Yashida, has finally 
come into her own. Jean's comment fully 
conveyed Mariko's special charms. Opal/ 
Miki's twentieth century will power con- 
trasted the yesteryear traditions of Nippon 
perfectly. 

Keep up the excellent work, and | eagerly 
await X-FACTOR #64. 


M. D. Childrey 
309 16th Avenue No. 
Birmingham, AL 35204 


Thanks, M.D. We also thought it time 
for Mariko to show what she could do for 
an old friend. 


Dear X-Changes: 

Re: #63 

Thank you soooo much for getting Whilce 
Portacio to start illustrating X-FACTOR. It 
seemed to me that this issue marked the 
beginning of new directions for X-FACTOR. 
The Yashida clan has been an important part 
of the X-titles for many years and | can see 
that you are expanding at it here. It looks 
great! 

Iceman has been one of my favorites for a 
long time and it is nice to see him get some 
real attention and character development. 
All in all it was a great issue. Keep up the 
good work. 


Tad Eutsler 
Rt. 2, Box 303 
Edwards, MO 65326 


Speaking of new directions, Tad, X-Factor 
is about to get completely turned around, 
so stick with us! 


Dear X-Changes, 

There are two things | want to accemplish 
with this letter. First of all, the main reason 
I'm writing is to say goodbye to Louise Simon- 
son. I've wanted to write in the past and have 
never followed through, but | couldn't let one 
of my favorite writers leave my favorite book 
without voicing my deep appreciation for all 
the hard work she’s put in. So Louise, thanks. 
Your words illustrated these pages as well 
as any artist's rendering could have (except, 
of course, for Walt. . .). Not only were your 
stories complex and interesting, they were 
fun and inspiring. It's a tribute to your versa- 
tility as a wnter that you could pull off plots like 
the Death Angel transformation and the stir- 
ting Infectia saga without getting caught up 
inthe melodrama or silliness. Again, thanks. 

Now that Louise is leaving though, I'm a 
little concerned about the direction the book 
will take. I'd hate to see a repeat of what 
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happened to the NEW MUTANTS. I'm nota 
big fan of Cable you see, and | wouldn't like 
to see him become the chief protagonist for 
the mutant books. He doesn't seem to realize 
that the purpose of the X-teams is not only to 
battle evil mutants but also to battle for ac- 
ceptance for all mutantkind, and the latter of 
the two fights cannot be won using military 
tactics. Cable would say that Xavier's dream 
is too idealistic. | say that that's what makes 
it so important, and that courage is the ability 
to recognize that although the goal may be 
unreachable, it's still worth the effort to try. 
When youre fighting for an ideal, it's difficult 
to measure your advancements in tangible 
victories. More often, it's keeping the faith 
that’s important. X-FACTOR has kept the faith 
the longest (under the tutelage of Cyclops, 
my favorite character) and the team has ter- 
tific chemistry. | look forward to whatever's 
coming. 

So marry Scott and Jean, live with the guilt 
of what you've got planned for Ship, and 
Make Mine Marvel (unconditionally—that 
ought to get this published.) 


Adam Schaughnessy 
85 Jensen Road 
Watertown, MA02172 


Thanks for keeping the faith, Adam. X- 
Factor has no intention of letting Xavier's 
dream die! But we think you may have 
been a littie hard on ol’ Cable. Check out 
X-FORCE this June to see if the big gorilla 
grows on youl 


Dear X-Factorines, 

This is the first time | have ever decided to 
write a letter to you all. . .mainly because the 
need has not arisen. | must say | am a de- 
voted fan. Ever since issue #1 | have had 
this uncanny closeness to the story. | must 
say that among my collection of every issue, 
annual, and special edition the things which 
truly adhere to my heart are our friend 
Apocalypse, the distortion of Warren, the 
Mutant Massacre, The Fall of the Mutants, 
Inferno, the X-Tinction Agenda, Prisoner of 
Love and this Opal “thing.” 

| just read issue #64 and to say the abso- 
lute least, | am impressed. The artwork is 
superb! It is quite possibly one of the best 
ideas I've read in a while. Whilce Portacio's 
portrayal of Iceman is exactly how | have 
always pictured him. Thanks! 

1 do have a question, however. Are the 
Cyber-Warriors the handiwork of our little 
friends from the Body Shoppe? 


Chris “Smythe” Narendort 
16226 Singapore 
Houston, TX 770400 


Glad you enjoyed seeing iceman in the 
spotlight, Chris. And as to the Cyber-War- 
tiors’ creation, we tend to discount the 
Body Shoppe as the point of origin. Stick 
around and find out who and what trane- 
formed Hiro and the others. 


Dear X-Changes, 

Yes! Yes! Yes! | just put down my copy of 
X-FACTOR #63 and | just had to write you! 
Whitce Portacio's artwork was just stunning! 
I must admit, it's the first time I've really liked 
your series artist since Simonson left the 
book. But really, as soon as | opened the 
book, | said, “Who did this?!” and proceeded 
to search out the credits. | found Portacio's 
name and as | looked through the book, | 
thought, “This guy's good!” And after study- 
ing the book completely, that is still my opin- 
ion. Being an artist myself, | know the amount 
of work that goes into even one page of a 
comic book and | must say, “Whilce, I'm very 
impressed!” Bob, you've got a good invest- 
ment, here. | might even go on to say his 
work ranks up there with Jim Lee’s. Anyway, 
I've been with this series since it started 
almost six years ago, and you have the best 
artist on this book! Anyway, you've got some- 
thing good going here. Keep it up! 

Austin McKinley 
(Address withheld by request) 


We Intend to, Austin. By the way, Jim 
Lee, Whilce Portacio and inker Scott Wil- 
liams all work in one studio in Califor- 
nia. . .which makes it very convenient for 
harried editors! 

Dear X-FACTOR, 

1, What is going on with the Ship? He's 
been acting up. 2. is Marvel Girl going to 
look for her sister's children? 3. Where is 
Nanny? 4. Does iceman need the belt around 
his waist to ice up? 5. Are Beast and Trish still 
going together? 6. Is the Archangel and 
policewoman Jones about to become a fam- 
ily? 7. Who does Marvel Girl want—Cyclops, 
Wolvie, or Forge? 8. ls Apocalypse ready for 
the survival series? 9. Will Mojo and his wild 
ways ever become a threat to X-Factor? What 
is Mojo up to now? 10. Will X-Factor go after 
Skids and Bebby? 11. Will X-Factor add mere 
members? 


Joe Boehm 
3634 Knapp #5 
Amres, ID 50010 


Lots o’ questions, Joe. Here goes! 
1. Oops. Guess you know. 2. Not in the 
near future. 3. Dead, as far as we know. 
4. Nope. 5. Yes. 6. A little early to tell. 
7. What is this—a soap opera?! 8. Huh? 
9. Got us. 10. Not right away. 11. Yep. 
Dear X-Changes, 

Wve finally decided to write you guys! t've 
really got to say that you guys are doing a 
great job on this comic! I've been collecting 
X-FACTOR since it came out, and it's 
definitely improved! | will stick with this 
book until the end! (If there is an end. . .) 

But | just wanted to say and ask, when are 
we going to get another X-FACTOR member! 
I know the book is supposed to only be the 
original X-Men, but you could always pick an 
early X-Man, like Sunfire, Polaris—maybe 
even Havok! 

Just think about it! It would be great! 


Danny Gallagher 
(Address withheld by request) 


Havok, Polaris. ..hmmmn, Danny. In- 
teresting possibilities. Can we get back 
to you ata later date. . .say, July? 
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